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MUCH SPECULATION WITHIN JAPANESE FOREIGN MINISTRY ON WHY.FOREIGN

. MINISTER SHIGENITSU MAMORU SUDDENLY GAVE IN TO SOVIET DEMANDS IN mom*

.ONE WIDELY SUPPORTED THEORY FOLLOWS:

WHEN SHIGEMITSU LEFT FOR MOSCOW, NEITHER HE NOR ANY OF JAPAN'S TOP-LEVEL

DIP•LCKOTS KNEW THAT AGRICULTURE-FORESTRY MINISTER MONO ICHIRO HAD PREVIOUSLY.

ADMITTED TO SOVIET PREMIER BULGANIN THAT JAPAN WOULD BREAK DOWN IN FACE OF

STRONG SOVIET STAND ON TERRITORIAL ISSUE. (SOURCE CCHMENT. ACCORDING TO
2A1 c

...CLOSE ASSOCIATES OF SONODA SUNAO, IT AS COMMONLY ACCEPTED THAT KONO MADE

SUCH. AN ADMISSION TO BULGANIN. KONO HAS BEN FORCED TO TACITLY ADMIT THIS

IN ytWor REPORTS WHICH SHIGEMITSU SENT FROM MOSCOW, AND FROM WHAT SHIGEMITSU

MWSAID SINCE HE RETURNED.) SHIGENITSU LEARNED THIS oirw.myealsovip y,7
kmempeaRgis,*	 1/31 raft, A.4.1 Mae&

LEADERS WHEN HE CONFERRED WITH THEM IN MOSCOW. (PORTIOWDANLED -BEING SERVICED) .
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UNDERCUT BY %HAT KONO HAD ALREADY SAID %RS ONE OF MAIN REASONS' HE CAME

TO FEEL THAT CONTINUED RESISTANCE WS HOPELESS. (SOURCE COMMENT. ACCORCUNG

TO SONOOR SUNAO, SHIGEMITSU WAS NOT SH(7kN ANY MILITARY DEMONSTRATIONS %RICH•

MIGHT HAVE INTIMIDATED HIM. HIS CHANGE OF HEART CAME FROWPSYCHOLOGICAL

PRESSURE, *110 NOT FROM EVIDENCE OF MILITARY PO%ER.)

WASH ONLY:	 . SOURCE	 FROM c_ _1 AND C---D FROM UNDISCLOSED

FORMS SOURCES. BOTH C: __TD AND C2CLOSE TO SONODA, ALTHOUGH SONODA NOT

SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED BY EITHER IN THIS CASE. MOST QF INFO CAME FROM C: :3

THIS IS INTERIM REPLY TO REF. C. T3 HAS NOT YET HAD OPPORTUNITY REQUERY

SONCOA DIRECTLY.
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